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God’s Soldier 2 Timothy 2:4 (Responsibilities) 
 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (AMP)  

3 Take [with me] your share of the hardships and suffering [which you are called to endure] as a 

good (first-class) soldier of Christ Jesus.  

4 No soldier when in service gets entangled in the enterprises of [civilian] life; his aim is to 

satisfy and please the one who enlisted him. 

 

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (NKJV)  

3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  

4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please 

him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

 

Life Application New Testament Commentary. 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 Paul instilled a sense of purpose and obedience in Timothy. A good soldier 

obeys the commanding officer.  

 

The soldier’s call to service takes precedence (Priority) over the affairs of this life, referring 

to any business or distraction that gets in the way of the mission.  

 

The phrase tied up means “entangled, absorbed.” While this life’s involvements are not wrong 

in themselves, they become a problem if the Christian gets so entangled in them that his or 

her ministry suffers.  

 

Christian workers, whether pastors or laymen, must watch their outside involvements carefully. 

Business ventures, serving on committees or boards, volunteer assignments, and/or home 

projects can eat up valuable time and energy.  

 

Paul wanted Timothy to understand that a good minister of the gospel must have a single-

minded purpose—to preach the truth and, if necessary, to suffer for it. 

 

Renouncing whatever could entangle him or her leaves the good soldier free to obey without 

reservations.  

 

This in turn satisfies the one who has enlisted you in his army.  

 

The effectiveness of a military unit depends on its single-minded commitment to follow the 

leader in the accomplishment of the mission.  

 

Christ demands unquestioning loyalty and obedience from his servants. 
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A Commentary: Critical, Experimental, and Practical on the Old and New Testaments. 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 (KJV)  

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 

who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 

him who hath chosen him—the general who at the first enlisted him as a soldier. Paul himself 

worked at tent-making (Ac 18:3). Therefore what is prohibited here is, not all other save 

religious occupation, but the becoming entangled, or over-engrossed therewith. 

 

Barnes' Notes on the New Testament. 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 (KJV)  

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him 

who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 

Verse 4. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life. Having alluded 

to the soldier, and stated one thing in which the Christian minister is to resemble him, another 

point of resemblance is suggested to the mind of the apostle.  

 

Neither the minister nor the soldier is to be encumbered (Overloaded) with the affairs of this 

life, and the one should not be more than the other. This is always a condition in becoming a 

soldier.  

 

He gives up his own business during the time for which he is enlisted, and devotes himself to the 

service of his country.  

 

The farmer leaves his plough, and the mechanic his shop, and the merchant his store, and the 

student his books, and the lawyer his brief; and neither of them expect to pursue these things 

while engaged in the service of their country. It would be wholly impracticable to carry on the 

plans of a campaign, if each one of these classes should undertake to prosecute (or act against) 

his private business.  

 

See this fully illustrated from the Rules of War among the Romans, by Grotius, in loc. Roman 

soldiers were not allowed to marry, or to engage in any husbandry or trade; and they were 

forbidden to act as tutors to any person, or curators to any man's estate, or proctors in the cause 

of other men.  

 

The general principle was, that they were excluded from those relations, agencies, and 

engagements, which it was thought would divert their minds from that which was to be the 

sole object of pursuit.  

 

So with the ministers of the gospel. It is equally improper for them to 'entangle' themselves 

with the business of a farm or plantation; with plans of speculation and gain, and with any 

purpose of worldly aggrandizement (Development, enrichment, promotion).  

 

The minister of the gospel accomplishes the design of his appointment only when he can say 

in sincerity, that he "is not entangled with the affairs of this life." Comp. 1 Corinthians 9:25-

27.  
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